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SUB J : NEW GOVERNOR FOR SAO TOME 

1. ARMY LT. COL. ANTONIO ELISIO CAPELO PIRES VELOSO, 
NEW GOVERNOR AND MILITARY COMMANDER OF SAO TOME E 
PRINCIPE, WAS SWORN INTO OFFICE BY PRESIDENT SPINOLA 
ON JULY 29. HE LEFT FOR SAO TOME LATER ON SAME DAY. 

2. AT SWEARING-IN CEREMONY, SPINOLA NOTED NEED ABOVE 
ALL ELSE FOR GOVERNORS HAVING A SENSE OF JUSTICE, A 
QUALITY WHICH SPINOLA FOUND IN MILITARY'S CODE OF 
HONOR. VELOSO RESPONDED APPROPRIATELY, NOTING THE 
STOICISM AND PATIENCE WITH WHICH PEOPLE OF SAO TOME 
HAVE BORNE THE SOCIAL INJUSTICE TO WHICH OLD REGIME 
HAD CONDEMNED THEM. VELOSO SPOKE OF "COMPENSATION" 
NOW DUE ISLANDERS AS ATONEMENT FOR PAST NEGLECT. 

3. EMBASSY HAS NO SIGNIFICANT BACKGROUND INFO ON 
VELOSO, OTHER THAN BIRTH ON AUGUST 10, 1926. HE WAS 
ONLY RECENTLY PROMOTED TO RANK OF LT. COLONEL. 
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4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONE OF PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR 
SELECTION OF VELOSO WAS FACT THAT HE IS IN MILITARY. 

EARLIER CIVILIAN CANDIDATES FOR 

JOB WERE SET ASIDE WHEN DECISION WAS MADE THAT NEW 
GOVERNOR MUST BE ABLE INCORPORATE ROLE OF COMMANDER 
OF MILITARY FORCES AS WELL. 
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